
  

RON VINE, VICE PRESIDENT 
 

Education 
M.S., Public Administration, University of Illinois, 1975 
B.S., History, University of Illinois, 1973 
  
Experience 
For more than 25 years, Mr. Vine has strategically involved citizens and clients into decision making 
processes that effect their lives, with these efforts resulting in over $900 million of funded projects for a 
wide range of public and non-profit projects, including community comprehensive plans, transportation 
plans, community and organizational strategic plans and visioning, utility studies, customer satisfaction 
surveys, parks and recreation master plans; non-profit and association strategic plans, and others.   
 
Mr. Vine is skilled in both the use of quantitative phone and mail survey research efforts and as a 
facilitator for focus groups and stakeholder interviews.   He has more than 15 years experience as a 
project manager, in a wide range of governmental, non-profit and private sector planning and 
management studies.  He has been the project manager for market research assignments in over 40 states, 
with public sector clients ranging in size up to over 1 million populations.   
 
Prior to starting work as a private consultant in 1989, Mr. Vine worked for 15 years in a series of high 
level governmental administrative positions, including serving as the Chief Administrative Officer for the 
City of Topeka, Kansas where he managed a work force of over 1,200 municipal employees as well as an 
operations and capital budget in excess of $200 million.  In this position, he was one of the first municipal 
officials in the country to embrace the development of public/private and non-profit partnerships, and the 
establishment of creative funding strategies such as public foundations as a tool for addressing 
community needs.  Mr. Vine’s unique experience in the public, non-profit, and private sectors have 
proven to be of tremendous benefits to his clients.  
 
Mr. Vine has considerable experience conducting quantitative and qualitative research for large scale 
planning studies involving other design, planning and economics consultants.  He is a recognized expert 
in the financial operations of public governments and non-profits and is particularly skilled in the 
development of innovative public private partnerships to provide needed customer services, while 
reducing the tax costs to construct and operate facilities.  
 
Prior to starting work as a private consultant in 1989, Mr. Vine worked for 15 years in a series of high 
level governmental administrative positions, including serving as the Chief Administrative Officer for the 
City of Topeka, Kansas where he managed a work force of over 1,200 municipal employees as well as an 
operations and capital budget in excess of $200 million.  In this position, he was one of the first municipal 
officials in the country to embrace the development of public/private and non-profit  partnerships, and the 
establishment of creative funding strategies such as public foundations as a tool for addressing 
community needs.  Mr. Vine’s unique experience in the public, non-profit, and private sectors have 
proven to be of tremendous benefits to his clients.  



  

Mr. Vine has managed Market Research Surveys for over 250 governmental organizations during the 
past five years including: 
Aberdeen (SD) 

Albemarle County (VA) 

Arlington County (VA)  

Atlanta (GA) 

Bend (OR) 

Bloomington (IN) 

Boonville (MO) 

Canon City (CO) 

Carol Stream (IL) 

Cedar Rapids (IA) 

Champaign, IL 

Chandler (AZ) 

Claremont (NH) 

Columbia (MO) 

Deerfield (IL) 

Denver (CO) 

E. Baton Rouge (LA) 

Elk Grove (IL) 

Fort Wayne (IN) 

Fulton County (GA) 

Greenville CT (SC) 

Henderson (NV) 

Huron (OH) 

Kansas City (MO)  

Key Biscayne (FL) 

Las Vegas (NV) 

Lawrence (KS) 

Lee Summit (MO) 

Lemont (IL) 

Lindenhurst (IL) 

Lucas County (OH) 

Miami (FL) 

Mundelein (IL) 

Moon Township (PA) 

Morris County (NJ) 

Naperville (IL) 

New Haven (CT) 

Normal (IL) 

Northville (MI) 

Oakland County (MI) 

Peoria (AZ) 

Platte County (MO) 

Portland (OR) 

Pinellas County (FL) 

Richmond (CA) 

Rock Island (IL) 

Rutland (VT) 

San Francisco (CA) 

Shoreline (WA) 

St. Charles (MO) 

St. Louis County (MO) 

State of Rhode Island 

South Burlington (VT)  

Springdale (AR) 

Superior (CO) 

Tempe (AZ) 

The Woodlands (TX) 

University of Missouri  

Waukesha (WI) 

 

 
Mr. Vine is currently serving as a Vice-President of ETC Institute.   Under his leadership, the firm has 
completed more than 450 surveys for public, non-profit, and private sector clients in 46 states across the 
country.  The firm is recognized as a national leader in the strategic use of public input for performance 
measurements, funding decisions, benchmarking, and decision making.   


